Seasonal monsoon winds are also known to modulate circulation in the adjacent South China Sea (Metzger and Hurlburt, 1996; Qu, 2000) . But, local-scale winds also drive important interisland circulations. These local wind characteristics Downstream wakes form from air descent, acceleration, wave breaking, and potential vorticity generation that occur over the islands (Smith et al., 1997) .
Wakes can be long and straight when the mountain-generated potential vorticity and Coriolis force are weak (e.g., at low latitudes; Smith et al., 1997; Burk et al., 2003) . In other situations, with stronger forcing, vortex shedding can ensue (Smolarkiewicz and Rotunno, 1989) . 
